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1. I S\W THIEU LAST FRlOAv FOR a LONG REVIEW OF THE INTERNAL POLITICAL 
SITUATION* THE CURRENT MILITARY SITUATION, "AND WHAT FURTHER POLITICAL 

initiatives it might be useful and timely for either the gv? or the 

USG TO TAKE. HE WAS RELAXED ANn COMPLETELY CONFIDENT. HE = S T I MATES 
THE PRESENT WAVE OF "QISSEyT AN-. PROTEST" HAS ABOUT RUN ITS COURSE. 

Hp SAID HE WOULD NOW PUT 0:- THE BRAKE GENTL v SINCE HE HAD NOW USED IT 
AS HE HAD INTENDED TO MAKE CHANr.ES IN THREE OF FOUR MILITARY CORPS 
COMMANDERS AND TO UNLOAD APPROXIMATELY 600 MILITARY OFFICERS FOR 
EITHER INEFFICIENCY OR CORRUPTION. WHILE SUCH WHOLESALE CHANGES 

might Have caused unrest at othfr times in ms military bureaucracy* 
it had mow been welcomed, he thought the '"''ord" had now pppcolated 
through all ranks that he mas dfadLy serious on corruption, he was 

CERTAIN THERE WOULD BE NO SERIOUS INTERNAL POLITICAL PR0BLf><S AND THE 
DRV/NLF FORCES WOULD not Bp able to successfully’ INFILTRATE THE 
DISPARATE protest factions. 

2. HE was ALSO CONFIDENT r,F MILITARY CAPABILITY To HOLD ANYTHING 
EXCFPT \LL-OUT NVN OFFENSIVE. -E SAID RVNAp HAD OBVIOUSLY wAD 

TO SFRI^USLY CONSERVE MCONs UNTtL AMERICAN ABILITY TO RESUPPLY 
WAS F I P ’ • THIS HAD, MOST REGREtTaBY, FORCED THE CURTAILMENT OF 
VERAL nPERATlONS TO KEEP VA/Vr FORCES OFF DE. HE WAS 
NOW CONpIDENT THAT YOU .AND PRESIDENT FORD MfANT YOUR REASSURANCES 

that we would get military aid level back u° to at least onf billion 

FOR THIS FISCAL YEAR WITH ^QMEWmAT MORE FOR FY 76 . I SAID HE HAD 
EVERY RtGHT TO 8 E CONFIDENT IN THaT ESTIMATE. 

3. I A r K E D WHETHER THERE COULD Bp aNY FORMAL LOOK aT FUTUpc 
RVNAF FrRCE STRUCTURE. HE SAID T:-)E ADJUSTMENTS TO THE PRESENT 
CUTS HAr FORCED A DE FACTO REVl r InN OF THE PQRCE STRUCTURE' -iHICH, 
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OF COUR'E/ THE DAO ALREADY KNEW IN PRECISE OET A I L . HOWEVER, HE SAID 
ANY mOR'- FORMAL DISCUSSIONS JUS“ NCW WOULD UNDO ALL HE HAD nQNE TO CON- 
VINCF H T S SENIOR OFFICERS THAT THE PRESENT PUTS HAD NOT BEE Kl DELIBERATELY 
MADE BUr, AS I HAD SO OFTEN EXPLAINED# WERE A PRODUCT OF A UNIQUE AND 
TRAUMATrC EXPERIENCE IN THp UNITED STATES FOR WHICH WE HAD mo 
PARALLEL IN OUR HISTORV. INEVI^A^LY/ IF A FORMAL EXAMlNATlnN OF 

forcf structure took place now with the jgs, it would be c n m c l u d e d 
that we really had intended the cuts and INTENDED THEM TO qp 

PERMANENT. THE EFFECT ON -!0RAL“ and WILL to RESIST WOULD BF bad. 
he PFRSnNALLY WOULD BE CLA* TO ?E\/IEW ANY InEAS WE HAD# BUt HE 
NnW HAD TO INSIST WE STAY * I T H tHf FORMAL STRUCTURE GENERAL 
WfYANO U AD APPROVED ONLY A LITTLE OVER A YEAR AGO. I SAID T WOULD 
HANn|_E ^HIS IN A WAY THAT ^OULD NnT UNDERCUT HIM. 

A. ON NEW POLITICAL INITIATIVES/ HE WAS CONSIDERING WITH raC 
SEVERAL NEW STEPS. HE ASK^o wHfTHER IT WOULD BOTHER US IF HE 

Indicated willingness, in principle/ to havf relations with all 

NATIONS, INCLUDING PRC AND USSR, IF THEY WOULD REFRAIN FROM INTER- 
FERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF t HE RVN. I SAID THAT FORMULATION 
SEEMED tq PROTECT HIM AND SUCH aN INITIATIVE MIGHT WELL PRP'/E VERY 
USEFUL TO THE PRESIDENT ANn YOU IN VLADIVOSTOK aND TO YOU pi PEKING. 

Hf SAID HE WOULD CONSIDER. HE nln SO ANNOUNCE THE NEXT DAy'. 

5. SINpE I HAD SEEN PRESIDENT nN[_Y LAST FRIDAY# I ELECTED TO DELIVER 
ADVANCE NOTICE OF PEKING T^IP To fONMIN BAC. HE TOLD ME THAT# 

after lhng consideration, the president had decided to follow the . 

INVITATION TO THE "PRG» TO RETUpN TO THE COUVERFNCE TABLE AT PARIS AND 
THE TPJ‘ ( C IN SAIGON WITH AfcOTHE' INITIATIVE. THIS WOULD Be TO ASK 
YnU AND THE PRESIDENT AT Vi ADI VpStOCK# AND YOU AT PEKING# jn SAY 
THAT YOU WERE CERTAIN THAT WHEN HANOI DECIDED TO HAVE THE »*RG" 

RETURN TO THE TABLE, THEY .OULD FIND THE RVN READY TO DISCUSS IN A 
FORTHCOMING WAY TWO SPECIFIC POtNtS. FIRST THEY WOULD DISCUSS THE 
DETERMINATION OF THE AREAS OF CONTROL AT TH= TPjMC IN SAlGiON. BAC 
SAID EArH SIDE COULD BRING ITS hWn MAPS AND BEGIN TO RECONCILE 
THE CONFLICTING CLAIMS. The SECOND POINT WnULD BE TO TELL uANOl 
THAT AT LA CELLE ST. CLOUD IN PiR!S THEY WOULD BEGIN SERIOUS DISCUS- 
SION WIth THE OTHER SIDE ApqUT tHf FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF NATInNAL RECONCILIATION AND rONlCQRD. BOTH DISCUSSIONS WnULD 
BF W I THrUT PRE-CONDITIONS. AND ON THE FORMATION OF THE COUNCIL 
THE GVN COULD QUITE POSSI3I.Y GO FURTHER THAU ITS PREVIOUS UNYIELDING 
POSITIOm ON HAVING THE COU^CIL'f FUNCTION SOLELY LIMITED Tn ORGANIZING 
The MODALITIES OF the ELECTION aS CALLED FDR BY THE AGREEMENT. 

6. I S -« 1 0 I WOULD PUT TH = SE THOUGHTS TO YOU AT ONCE. I S..\ID> WHILE 

i was glad the two previou- initiatives, thf call to resume discussions/ 

WITuoUT PRE-CONDITIONS AND W I LL r Nr,NESS TO RECOGNIZE PRC ANn USSR/ 

HAD BEE fc MADE PUBLICLY/ I THOUGHT IT MIGHT ~'E CLEARLY PREFERABLE TO HAVE 
THESE N’cW INITIATIVES °RESfNTED QUIETLY FIRST BY YOU TO THE SOVIETS AND 

Chinese, in this way you >ight exert more influence in having them 
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PUT PRESSURE ON HANOI TO G - T TH= *'PRG'' BACK TO THE TABLE Tn ENGAGE 
IN SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS. AT TH'- SAME TIME I SAID IT COULD '.'ELL 
STRENGTHEN YOUR HAND IN PUTTING MORE PRESSURE ON THE SOVIETS AND 
THE CHEESE TO EVEN FURTHER REDUCE THEIR MILITARY AID LEVELS TO 
HANOI. BAC SAID IN THAT CaSE ThEv WOULD SAY NOTHING PUBLICLY 
ABOUT T-EIR "MORE ADVANCED AND MORE FORTHCOMING POSITION" i. I m T I L 
WE HE AR WHAT YOU HAD BEEN ABLE Tn ACHIEVE WITH THE SOVIETS AND 
THE CHINESE IN YOUR FORTHCnM I NG MEETING. 

7. i will send another message tomorrow outlining our thoughts 

HERE ON HOW WE MAY GET MAXtMUM ADVANTAGE OUT OF "THESE DEVELOP- 
MENTS . 
martin 

TOPSECRE T/SENSITIVh 
900 
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